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Activity account for Swedish Student Pugwash, SPS 2002-2003

Study circle project
During the year 2002 and 2003, the work of student Pugwash has mainly been in connection with NSU, Nordic Summer University and the study-circle “Science, didactics, ethics”. This study circle has been established to act both as a forum for the discussion of scientific values, and as an initiator for the integration of ethical discussions into secondary and tertiary education. This project has been a joint venture between the student Pugwash groups in Norway, Denmark and Sweden.
The circle was host to a winter symposium in Copenhagen between the 8th and the 10th of February 2002 that treated epistemological and ethical problems within the higher education on the theme ‘between reductionism and relativism’.

The summer session was held in Finland in Vanajanlinna castle, (ca 100 km northwest of Helsinki) between the 28th of July and the 4th of August 2002 and dealt with the subject of ‘language and discourses in subject fields and social debate’. Katherine Hayles and Martha C Nussbaum were invited as guest lecturers by the summer session.

Winter symposium 28th  – 30th mars 2003 at the University in Tromsø, Norway. This winter seminar was arranged around the theme. ” Man and Technology” where technology, society, science, ethics, didactics, education and much more were discussed  where, among other things, science-fiction and the film Matrix was taken as a point of departure. 
The association circle, which has been granted for 3 years, concluded in 2003 with a summer session 28 July–2nd of August 2003 in Vallekilde, Denmark. For this session our circle had invited Sandra Harding as guest lecturer and the main focus was on the theme “Science and Politics” The circle was replaced by a new circle that will run for a three year period and deal with ”Concrete Society-Utopias and Basic Income”. Members of student pugwash are commited to the emergence of this new circle that will examine concrete society-utopias, and explore alternative means such as ‘basic income reform’ for continuing the progress of civilisation by attempting to move away from the idea of a welfare state to something more like a welfare society, where the individual has more freedom as solidarity between people is maintained and strengthened. A citizen's income is an unconditional, non-withdrawable income payable to each individual as a right of citizenship. 

This study circle has been established to act both as a forum for the discussion of scientific investigations and deep analysis, and as an initiator for the integration of various groups and people that work and act by the belief that ‘another, more humane world is indeed possible’. Our goal for the coming three years is to establish a healthy and stable network around the idea of a basic income which hopefully would contribute to open up the discussion on these issues. History shows that the concrete utopia of a democratic and just society will only be achieved in the presence of social movements fighting for it. 

We also aim to develop a format for an academic working process which will help to ensure participation from all members. Sessions will explore different formats of communication, integrating theoretical progression and practical experiences from educational or communicative activities to form a coherent whole. We aim to provide examples of ethical questions and illustrate dilemmas with regard to the participants’ different backgrounds (scientific community, civil society, politics, grassroots activity etc.).

The winter seminar of 2004 and the one upcoming project will be a two-day seminar 6-8 February 2004 just outside Uppsala.  We will examine aspects such as the role of 'utopian thinking' as a didactic tool in case studies and the basic income discussion will focus on its strengths and problems in regard to "Participation Income" ideas. Maybe Granted Basic Income is as a way to World Peace? More about this you will find at http://www.nsuweb.net/nsu/.
SEEDS project

The past year has also seen the final summary of the SEEDS project – Students Exchanging Environmental and Development Solutions – for Forum Syd. The exchange was between students in Zambia, Canada and Sweden. Swedish Student Pugwash acted as guarantors for an application to Forum Syd for, in total, 102 300 SEK. This donation corresponded to 2/3rd of SEEDS budget and covered the travel expenses for two Swedes to Zambia and two Zambian students visit to Sweden as well as the costs for computers etc. at a centre for environmental and development studies at the university of Lusaka, Zambia.
Networks and seminars

In the course of the two years the association has furthermore been co-hosts to the lecture series by the ‘Network for Nuclear weapons disarmament’ in Stockholm. The network collects some seventeen associations who all work towards disarmament of nuclear weapons. The lecture series was financed with benefits from the Swedish Foreign Office.

More about the network can be found at http://hem.passagen.se/kvnedr 

In relation to the Millennium goals set up by the United Nations (non-violent decennium) and the unanimous resolution from October 2002 which states that ‘education for disarmament and non-proliferation’ shall intensifies in all countries
, SPS participated in the following two seminars:
“Nuclear-weapons – who cares?” (1 April 2003 in Stockholm). The discussion was focusing on how young people, in various ways, work towards the abolishment of nuclear-arms.  

This meeting was hosted by The Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society, SPAS is the world’s oldest and Scandinavia’s largest peace organisation. It was founded in 1883 by the Nobel Peace Prize Laureate K P Arnoldson. (http://www.svenska-freds.se/english/).
“How do we educate about nuclear arms?” (6 May 2003 at the University in Stockholm). This seminar was a joint arrangement with the disarmament network and ‘the teachers college’, partly financed by the Swedish Foreign Office. A new study-material, “Learn more about nuclear-arms” was introduced which has been developed by SPAS and SLMK as a strategy to raise the nuclear awareness (especially among young people). The material can be found at www.svenska-freds.se/karnvapen/larom and www.slmk.org/larom 

Pugwash Conference

53rd Pugwash Conference on Science and World Affairs and ISYP Conference, 17-21 July 2003, Halifax and Pugwash, Nova Scotia, Canada. Karolin Lundström was the Swedish student participant and she submitted the paper “Manifest for a New Era – Perspectives on the Einstein- Russell Manifesto.”
Proposal for a regional Student Pugwash conference in Africa
Discussed at the Halifax conference and also stated “In the Report from the Working Groups  of International Student / Young Pugwash (ISYP)” was to: “Hold subsequent Pugwash conferences in developing countries; organize more events in developing countries.” This as a way to integrate a variety of local perspectives of human security and the inclusion of local voices / perspectives in science, policy formulation and implementation.
A proposal for a regional Student Pugwash conference in Africa has already been made by a group of students. The original proposal was to organise a conference in Lomé in the fall of 2003 that will elaborate the working group report on 'Globalisation and Technology' of the La Jolla conference for the specific case of Africa. It is meant to be a student conference, hosted by the local Student Pugwash group.

In the end of the summer SPS was contacted by Serge Franchoo, Student Pugwash Switzerland (Joelien Pretorius, SP-UK) to further discuss this original proposal and hopefully develop it further and maybe change country for the conference. The senior Pugwash group in Sweden has been contacted about this and they are very interested to help out with such a project. Ghana seems to be one of the most realistic choices since good contacts already exists there and further development on this project will be made in the beginning of 2004. 
Boars meetings and out-turned activities

During 2002 the board had few, if any, formal meetings. The Student Pugwash position as student representatives on the board for the Swedish Pugwash group had also been vacant. However, during the activity-year 2003, a new board was on the verge of taking responsibility and a lot more activities came about.
· 28 January 2003 – board meeting

· 4 Mars – open meeting at CafeStorken where we informed about SPS forthcoming trip to Tromsö, Norway. 
· 27 May - annual meeting for the Swedish Student Pugwash where three new board members got elected (we were eights participants in total).
· 27 August- board meeting where we caught up for the summer and had interesting discussions about the Halifax conference and the week at the NSU summer university in Vallekilde, Denmark. 
· 29 August - flyers and information about SPS was given to students at the special day arranged yearly at the student hall building for newcomers. This day was followed up by an open meeting at one of the student nations in Uppsala, (5 September) where we informed about SPS and our activities. 

· 5 September – board meeting where we discussed the speech of Joseph Rotblad and the proposal from the student group active in arranging a conference at Togo.

· 26-28 September – meeting in Copenhagen, Denmark for making up plans about the new NSU study circle and the winter seminar in Uppsala.

· 7-9 November – meeting in Gothenburg for the coordinators of the different study circles within NSU. Plans and budget for the upcoming seminar in Uppsala 6-8 February 2004 was further elaborated.
· 1 December  - board meeting.
Joint meetings with the seniors

· 23 January 2003 –meeting with the board members of the Swedish senior Pugwash group.

· 9 May – A public seminar arranged by the Swedish Pugwash group in Stockholm with the title:”How dangerous are the new countries hosting nuclear-arms? (Nor Korea, India, Pakistan, Israel). Invited guest speakers were: Masako Ikegamo (CEPAS), Magnus Norén (FOI), Sten Widmalm (Uppsala University), Shannon Kyle (Sipri).

· Several telephone calls and e-mails have been made to discuss possibilities for an arrangement of a (student) conference in the South (Ghana). 
05 December 2003
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� Based on the study:”Disarmament and non-proliferation education” and its 34 recommendations (� HYPERLINK http://disarmament.un.org/education ��http://disarmament.un.org/education�).


Other useful educational tools discussed were the agenda set in Haag and the work with the Global Campaign for Peace Education (GCPE).








